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Abstract: Social influence usually appears in people’s speech because language 

is closely related to the population in the place where the language is used. This 

research aims to explore the factors impacting language maintenance in the 

Sasak community at Karang Anyar hamlet. The method used was qualitative, it 

was conducted for two months, from January to February 2024. The subjects 

consisted of children to elderly people, aged 10 to 70 years old. The number of 

informants are 40 peoples. The data has been collected by some technique, 

including: observation, interview, audio recording and note taking. The 

instruments used are: observation sheet, interview questions, and audio 

recorder. The data collected by triangulation: observation, interview, and 

recording. The data were analysed through three stages namely: transcription, 

identification, and classification. The research result found that the maintenance 

of the Sasak language in Karang Anyar is still strong. There are more than two 

languages that are mastered by the majority of the residents. Sasak language is 

the most often used language in their daily life. Indonesian is only used in 

formal situation, namely: village office, post office, schools, and minimarkets. 

Sumbawa language used at certain moments, namely: a wedding event, 

circumcision event, and meeting at work place.     
 

Keywords: Language maintenance factors, Sasak language, scope of language, 

society and language 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 

According to Downes (1998), Society and 

language are closely related to each other. Social 

influence usually appears in people’s speech 

because language is closely related to the 

population in the place where the language is 

used. Every society’s numerous ethnic groups 

have an impact in Indonesia. While expressing 

thoughts, behaviours, and customs in society, 

the majority of Indonesian frequently combine 

their mother tongue with other languages. They 

are able to speak a variety of languages with 

others. Indonesia is regarded as a multilingual 

nation as a result. As state by Zein (2018), the 

second most linguistically diverse nation in the 

world is Indonesia. As a multilingual nation, 

Indonesians use more than one language for 

avery activity, namely, Indonesian and 

vernaculars. Indonesian as a national language is 

the majority language used among the 

inhabitants in Indonesia. One of the vernaculars 

in Indonesia is Sasak Language. This language 

is used in Lombok island. As time goes by, the 

Sasak language spread to other areas. One of the 

area most affected is Sumbawa Island. This is 

due to the geographical factors of the two 

islands being close to each other. As 

immigrants, the Sasak settlers settled and had 

children and created their community. They 

have inhabited Sumbawa Island since the 

kingdom era, but large-scale displacement 

occured after the eruption of Mount Tambora in 

1815 on Sumbawa Island. The eruption left the 

Sumbawa empty of inhabitants. So that, when 

condition improved, Sasak tribe flocked to 

Sumbawa.  

The Sasak language itself consists of four 

dialects, namely 1) Ngeno-Ngene dialect, 2) 

Meno-Mene dialect, 3) Ngeto-Ngete dialect, 4) 

Meriak-Meriku dialect (Aridawati et al., 

1992:1). The community is spread out in 

Sumbawa to some enclaves, an area or territory 

that is part of another area or territory that is not 

its own. For example Karang Anyar Hamlet, 

Jerongko Hamlet, Desa Tengaq, Desa Jorok, and 

so on are all located in Utan District, Sumbawa 

Besar Regency. The people who migrated from 

Lombok to Sumbawa island have been breeding 

for a long time, it is estimated that they have 
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inhabited in Sumbawa since the kingdom era. 

As stated in class XI Local Content Teaching 

Materials by the Education and Culture 

Ministry, West Nusa Tenggara  (2018:5) the 

population of the Sumbawa Tribe that continues 

to grow today is a mixture of ethnic deccendants 

of immigrants from other islands who have long 

settled and are able to adapt to their new 

environment and are able to acculturate with 

other migrants who still carry the cultural 

identity of their ancestors, both before and after 

the eruption of Mount Tambora in 1815. These 

migrants consisted of ethnic Javanese, 

Maduranese, Balinese, Sasak, Bima, Sulawesi 

(Bugis, Makassar, Mandar), Sumatran (Padan, 

Palembang), Kalimantan (Banjarmasin), and 

Chinese (Tolkin and Tartar) as well as Arabs 

who mostly inhabited the lowland and coastlines 

of the island. 

In this reserach, the case of study is in 

Karang Anyar hamlet which is one part of six 

hamlets in Pukat Village, Utan District. 

Generally, the most language use in Karang 

Anyar Hamlet is the Sasak language with meno-

mene dialect. From all the hamlets in Pukat 

Village, Karang Anyar is one of the other 

hamlets (Jerongko hamlet) that speak Sasak 

language. Because the researcher itself from 

Karang Anyar hamlet, the researcher is 

interested to explore the factors impacting 

language maintenance in the Sasak Community 

at Karang Anyar hamlet, distinguishing between 

influential and non-influential factors. 

Investigate the reasons underlying the 

preservation of the Sasak Language within the 

Sasak Community at Karang Anyar. Also to 

examine the active roles played by individuals, 

including family/parents, the head of the village, 

religious leaders, and youth leaders, in 

maintaining the Sasak Language in Karang 

Anyar.  
 

METHOD 

 

This research has been conducted at 

Karang Anyar hamlet, Pukat Village, Utan 

Subdistrict, Regency of Sumbawa Besar. The 

research was conducted for two months,start 

from January to February 2024. The research 

subjects consisted of children to elderly people, 

with range of aged 10 to 70 years old. An the 

number of informants to be studied is 40 people. 

which was transcribed from the subject 

utterances. Sources of  the data are obtain from 

observation and interviews with subjects and 

informants. They are the inhabitants of Karang 

Anyar, which consist of children, teenagers, and 

parents. 

 

  
Figure 1. A map of Pukat Village Figure 2. A map of Karang Anyar 

 

The data in this research are collected by 

some technique, including: observation, 

interview, audio recording and note taking. The 

instruments of the research are as follow: 

observation sheet, interview questions, and 

audio recorder (devices). This research collected 

the data by data triangulation: observation, 

interview, and recording. It used three 

instruments in order to serve credibility and 

validity data of the findings in this study which 

related to language maintenance in Sasak 

Language in Karang Anyar. And the data in this 

research were analyzed through three stages as 

follows: transcription, identification, and 

classification.  

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

This part reported the first research 

question which is about the factors that 

influence and do not influence language 
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maintenance in the Sasak Community at Karang 

Anyar hamlet. There are factors that also affect 

Sasak Language in KA as explained in the table 

below. These are: 

 

Factors Influence and do not Influence LM in 

KA 

 
Table 1. Frequency Influence and non-Influence 

Factors 

No. Influence and non-

Influence Factors 

Frequency 

1 Political - 

2 Social 34 times 

3 Demographic - 

4 Economic - 

5 Cultural 4 times 

6 Linguistic - 

7 Psycholinguistic - 

8 Institutional - 

9 Family 5 times 

10 Religion 1 times 

 Total 44 times 

 
Table 2. SPSS chi-square test 

 

 

 
 

As shown in the table above, that of the 8 

factors that cause language retention according 

to Pauwels, A. only 2 factors are proven in 

research that has been conducted in Karang 

Anyar, namely Social factors with a frequency 

of '34 times' and Cultural factors as much as '4 

times'. The rest are not proven namely Political, 

Demographic, Economic, Linguistic, 

Psycholinguistic, and Institutional factors. 

However, there are also other factors that 

contribute to the preservation of the Sasak 

language in Karang Anyar, including: Family 

factors with a frequency of '5 times', and 

Religion factors with a frequency of '1 time'.  

Therefore, the most dominant factor influencing 

the preservation of the Sasak language in 

Karang Anyar is the Social factor, with the most 

frequency of '34 times'. 

 

Reasons that Contribute to the Maintenance 

of the Sasak Language in KA 

The things that contribute to maintaining 

the Sasak language in Karang Anyar. According 

to interviews with 40 informants, there are 5 

main reasons behind them in using the Sasak 

Language in Karang Anyar. These are: 

 
Tabel 3. Reasons that Contribute to the Maintenance 

of the Sasak Language in KA 

No. Reasons Maintain the SL Frequency 

1 Demographic 4 times 

2 Cultural 3 times 

3 Family 17 times 

4 Value and Attitude 15 times 

5 Linguistic 5 times 

 Total 44 times 

 

Tabel 4. SPSS chi-square test 

 

https://doi.org/10.29303/jipp.v10i3.3865


Ramadhan et al., (2025). Jurnal Ilmiah Profesi Pendidikan, 10 (3): 2373 – 2380 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.29303/jipp.v10i3.3865 
 

2376 

 

 

 
 

From the tables above, it is explained that 

there are only 5 factors that dominate the most 

reasons for the residents of Karang Anyar to 

maintain their mother tongue or Sasak language, 

including Demographic factors with a frequency 

of '4 times', Cultural factors with a frequency of 

'3 times', Family factors with a frequency of '17 

times', value and attitude factors as much as '15 

times', and as much as '5 times' for Linguistic 

factors. Therefore, from this data, it can be 

concluded that the most dominating reason for 

the preservation of the Sasak language in 

Karang Anyar is the Family reason. 

 

How do Individuals Actively Maintain the 

Sasak Language in KA? 

Many ways have been done by the 

residents of Karang Anyar so far so that the 

Sasak language can still be found easily and the 

number of speakers is still large. The following 

is a frequency table that displays some of the 

steps taken by the people of Karang Anyar in 

maintaining their mother tongue.  

 
Tabel 5. Frequency of How do Individuals Maintain the SL 

No. How do Individuals Maintain the SL Frequency 

1 Optimistic  6 times 

2 Teach the Sasak Language to all the family members from an early age 5 times 

3 Keep using Sasak Language everytime 24 times 

4 Live in hometown and marry a Sasak person 1 times 

5 The Sasak Language in KA have been mixed with Samawa Language 1 times 

6 Create a special forum 3 times 

 Total 40 times 

 
Tabel 6. SPSS chi-square test 

 

 

 

From all the language retention ways 

above, 'Keep using the Sasak Language 

whenever and wherever' was the most answered 

by respondents with a frequency of '24 times'. 
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Discussion 

For this first research question, it is 

related to influential factors and factors that do 

not affect the preservation of the Sasak language 

in Karang Anyar. If referring to Anne Pauwels 

(2005) in the results of his study on the retention 

of Community Language (CL) immigrant 

workers in Australia produced several factors, 

namely Political, Social, Demographic, 

Economic, Cultural, Linguistic, Psychological, 

and Intitutional factors. And as for the casus 

study, it was found that the factors that influence 

the preservation of the Sasak language in 

Karang Anyar include social factors and cultural 

factors. While the other 6 factors have no 

influence. In addition, there are also new factors 

that affect the preservation of the Sasak 

language in Karang Anyar, namely the Family 

factor and the Religion factor. In the second 

research question, focus on reasons that 

contribute to the maintenance of the Sasak 

language in Karang Anyar. The results of the 

study showed that there were 5 reasons that 

were most dominantly mentioned by 

respondents, namely, Demographic, Cultural, 

Family, Value and Attitude, and Linguistic 

reasons. Of the five reasons, the Family reason 

is the most influential. So, from this second 

research question we know that the results of the 

current study support previous research. Where 

in previous studies the family also has an 

important role in the retention of Community 

Language (CL) immigrant workers in Australia. 

For the third research question, talk about 

the ways or strategies taken by the residents of 

Karang Anyar to maintain the Sasak language in 

Karang Anyar to avoid language shift or 

extinction. So, several ways or strategies are 

done, including 1) Keep using the Sasak 

Language whenever and wherever; 2) Teaching 

the Sasak Language to all the family members 

from an early age; 3) Living in the hometown 

and marrying a Sasak person; and 4) Create a 

special forum. The conclusion is that the results 

of previous studies on the one hand support the 

results of this study. On the other hand, it is also 

contradictory because not all factors that 

occurred in the previous study affected the 

results of the study in Karang Anyar. Because 

there are several new factors discovered during 

the study. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Based on the results of the study, it can be 

concluded that: 

There are more than 2 languages that are 

mastered by the majority of Karang Anyar 

residents, including; Indonesian, Sasak (Meno-

Mene dialect), and Samawa. From the three 

languages, Sasak is the language most often 

used in every daily activities. Meanwhile, 

Indonesian is used only when there is a formal 

need, such as; at village offices, post offices, 

schools, and minimarkets. For the Sumbawa 

language, it is used at certain moments, for 

example when there is a wedding event, an 

invitation, or when meeting at work. There are 4 

main factors cause the maintenance of the Sasak 

language in Karang Anyar. Firstly, Social 

factors where in all their daily activities they 

always communicate using the Sasak language. 

The second, Cultural factor, is because all of the 

society in Karang Anyar use the Sasak language 

when there are traditional events such as 

begawe, merarik, nyongkolan, nya’er, and so on. 

The third is the family factor, where it can be 

said that almost all parents in Karang Anyar 

always teaching Sasak language to their children 

as the main language, because for them Sasak 

language is easy to understand and the language 

of ancestral heritage. Followed by Indonesian as 

a second language because they think it will be 

very useful when in school or the world of work. 

And Sumbawa language is used as an additional 

language only if at any time needed. The last 

one is, Religion factors, where they sometimes 

pray using Sasak language at death ceremonies. 

Next are the reasons that make the people of 

Karang Anyar continue to use Sasak language 

are: a) Demographic reasons; b) Cultural 

reasons; c) Family reasons; d) Values and 

Attitudes reasons; and e) Linguistic reasons. The 

methods or steps taken as an effort to defend the 

Sasak language from extinction include: a) 

Teach the Sasak Language to all the family 

members from an early age; b) Keep using 

Sasak Language whenever and wherever; c) 

Live in hometown and marry a Sasak person; 

and d) Create a special forum.      
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